Drop Shadow Icons on Desktop

The icons on the desktop shouldn’t have a background color if you choose to have Drop Shadow enabled.  I’m not totally sure how I fixed this but here are some of the things that I read.

Background image must be a bitmap image (bmp), using a jpeg image requires Active Desktop to be on, having Active Desktop on doesn’t allow the use of Drop Shadows.  I searched through the registry for activedesktop and each instance I found I switched the value from 1 to 0.  This didn’t make a change, I then pulled right on the desktop, went to Arrange Icons by -> Show Desktop Icons and toggled this value on and off.  That fixed the problem.  Other stuff I read mentioned not having web content on the desktop enabled (Right pull on the desktop -> Properties -> Desktop -> Customize Desktop -> web, make sure nothing (including the ‘Lock desktop items’ is checked.  By playing around with this I was able to to toggle the icon background on and off.  I think the active desktop is the key to all this…

To toggle Drop Shadows use, right click on My Computer, Properties -> Advanced -> Performance -> Settings -> Visual Effects -> Use drop shadows for Icons labels on the desktop.

I again had the problem after using Remote Desktop; I switched the background to bliss, which is a bmp image.  I then searched the registry as mentioned above and removed any 1’s where I found activedesktop.  I then logged out and back in again then used the right mouse pull as mentioned above and this seemed to fix the issues….
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XP Power Toys, Image Resize doesn’t show up in Context Menu

This is a hack in the registry:
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For the graphic type (.bmp, .jpg) that you want Image Resize to work with, there has to be a PerceivedType within the \HKEY_CLASSES_Root registry entry, best to copy something similar as shown in the image above.

Start Explorer in a different folder:

Edit the target to look something like this:

%SystemRoot%\explorer.exe /e,C:\users\ihube

File Associations

If you want to look at file associatively other than through the explorer --> view 

--> options  route then there are commands within a dos window which take precedence

over the windows stuff.

use:

assoc *.ext  to see what the *.ext file is linked to

e.g:

assoc *.cmd

returns .cmd=cmdfile

to break associativity use:

assoc .cmd=

to restore use:

assoc .cmd=cmdfile (or whatever).

